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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 103855 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: NIGERIAN VIEWS ON TRANSKEI 

REE: A. LAGOS 4733 (NOTAL), B. MASERU 880 (NOTAL) 

1 . REF A REPORTED FMG'S INTEREST IN TRANSKEI'S 
BREAK IN RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA AND REQUESTED 
INFORMATION WHICH COULD BE SHARED WITH NIGERIANS. 

2. TRANSKEI PRIME MINISTER MANTANZIMA SAID ON 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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APRIL 10 THAT THE BREAK IN RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA 
WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BECAUSE SOUTH AERICA HAD TREATED 
TRANSKEI AN CLAIMS TO EAST GRIQUALAND REGION WITH 
CONTEMPT. HE STATED THAT TRANSKEI WAS LEFT WITH NO 
CHOICE BUT TO THROW IN ITS LOT WITH THE FORCES OE 
LIBERATION AGAINST WHITE RULED SOUTH AERICA. LAST 
YEAR MANTANZIMA THREATENED DIRE CONSEQUENCES, INCLUD- 
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ING A BREAK IN RELATIONS, IF SOUTH AFRICA WENT THROUGH 
WITH ITS PLAN TO TRANSFER JURISDICTION OVER EAST GRIQUA- 
LAND FROM THE CAPE PROVINCE TO NATAL (EAST GRIQUALAND 
WAS CUT OFF FROM THE CAPE FOLLOWING TRANSKEI'S "INDE- 
PENDENCE "). SOUTH AFRICA WENT AHEAD WITH THE TRANSFER 
ON APRIL I, AND MANTANZIMA FOLLOWED THROUGH WITH HIS 
THREAT. OTHER FACTORS ALSO PROBABLY 

INFLUENCED MANTANZIMA'S DECISION, INCLUDING OTHER 
COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE SAG, THE DESIRE FOR BLACK 
AFRICAN, OR AT LEAST WESTERN,RECOGNITION, AND INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS WITHIN MANTANZIMA'S RULING PARTY. 

3. AS MANTANZIMA'S ACTION HAS NOT GENERATED ANY 
MOVEMENT TOWARD BROADER RECOGNITION, AND THEREBY 
OTHER SOURCES OF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE THAN SOUTH AFRICA, 

IT IS EXPECTED THAT MANTANZIMA WILL HAVE TO SWALLOW 
HIS PRIDE IN THE END. SOUTH AFRICA SUPPLIES ABOUT ONE 
HALF OF TRANSKEI'S BUDGET, AND THE SAG MAY INSIST ON THE 
REESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS IF TRANSKEI IS 
TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE THE BUDGET SUBSIDY. 

4. DEPARTMENT PREPARED FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE 
(STATE 95601) AFTER ANNOUNCEMENT OF BREAK IN TRANSKEI/ 

SOUTH AFRICAN RELATIONS: (BEGIN TEXT) 
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Q. WHAT IS THE U.S. REACTION TO THE TRANSKEI ANNOUNCE- 
MENT THAT IT IS BREAKING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA? WILL WE RECOGNIZE TRANSKEI? 

A. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF A 
BREAK IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN TRANSKEI AND 
SOUTH AFRICA CHANGES THE FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTER OF 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THEM. WE HAVE NEVER RECOG- 
NIZED TRANSKEI AS AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY AND THERE IS NO 
QUESTION OF OUR DOING SO NOW. END TEXT. 

5. EMBASSY MAY DRAW ON ANY OF ABOVE INFORMATION IN 
DISCUSSIONS WITH FMG OFFICIALS. 

6. FOR MASERU: ASSUME THIS ANSWERS REQUEST REF B. CHRISTOPHER 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 103855 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 103855 ACTION LAGOS INFO PRETORIA 
CAPE TOWN, DURBAN, AND MASERU DATED APRIL 22, 1978. 

QUOTE: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 103855 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: NIGERIAN VIEWS ON TRANSKEI 

REE: A. LAGOS 4733 (NOTAL), B. MASERU 880 (NOTAL) 

1. REF A REPORTED FMG'S INTEREST IN TRANSKEI'S 
BREAK IN RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA AND REQUESTED 
INFORMATION WHICH COULD BE SHARED WITH NIGERIANS. 

2. TRANSKEI PRIME MINISTER MANTANZIMA SAID ON 

APRIL 10 THAT THE BREAK IN RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA 
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WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BECAUSE SOUTH AERICA HAD TREATED 
TRANSKEI AN CLAIMS TO EAST GRIQUALAND REGION WITH 
CONTEMPT. HE STATED THAT TRANSKEI WAS LEFT WITH NO 
CHOICE BUT TO THROW IN ITS LOT WITH THE FORCES OE 
LIBERATION AGAINST WHITE RULED SOUTH AERICA. LAST 
YEAR MANTANZIMA THREATENED DIRE CONSEQUENCES, INCLUD- 
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ING A BREAK IN RELATIONS, IF SOUTH AFRICA WENT THROUGH 
WITH ITS PLAN TO TRANSFER JURISDICTION OVER EAST GRIQUA- 
LAND FROM THE CAPE PROVINCE TO NATAL (EAST GRIQUALAND 
WAS CUT OFF FROM THE CAPE FOLLOWING TRANSKEI'S "INDE- 
PENDENCE "). SOUTH AFRICA WENT AHEAD WITH THE TRANSFER 
ON APRIL I, AND MANTANZIMA FOLLOWED THROUGH WITH HIS 
THREAT. OTHER FACTORS ALSO PROBABLY 

INFLUENCED MANTANZIMA'S DECISION, INCLUDING OTHER 
COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE SAG, THE DESIRE FOR BLACK 
AFRICAN, OR AT LEAST WESTERN,RECOGNITION, AND INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS WITHIN MANTANZIMA'S RULING PARTY. 

3. AS MANTANZIMA'S ACTION HAS NOT GENERATED ANY 
MOVEMENT TOWARD BROADER RECOGNITION, AND THEREBY 
OTHER SOURCES OF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE THAN SOUTH AFRICA, 
IT IS EXPECTED THAT MANTANZIMA WILL HAVE TO SWALLOW 
HIS PRIDE IN THE END. SOUTH AFRICA SUPPLIES ABOUT ONE 
HALF OF TRANSKEI'S BUDGET, AND THE SAG MAY INSIST ON THE 
REESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS IF TRANSKEI IS 
TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE THE BUDGET SUBSIDY. 

4. DEPARTMENT PREPARED FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE 
(STATE 95601) AFTER ANNOUNCEMENT OF BREAK IN TRANSKEI/ 
SOUTH AFRICAN RELATIONS: (BEGIN TEXT) 

Q. WHAT IS THE U.S. REACTION TO THE TRANSKEI ANNOUNCE- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MENT THAT IT IS BREAKING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA? WILL WE RECOGNIZE TRANSKEI? 

A. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF A 
BREAK IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN TRANSKEI AND 
SOUTH AFRICA CHANGES THE FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTER OF 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THEM. WE HAVE NEVER RECOG- 
NIZED TRANSKEI AS AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY AND THERE IS NO 
QUESTION OF OUR DOING SO NOW. END TEXT. 

5. EMBASSY MAY DRAW ON ANY OF ABOVE INFORMATION IN 
DISCUSSIONS WITH FMG OFFICIALS. 

6. FOR MASERU: ASSUME THIS ANSWERS REQUEST REF B. 
CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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